This is my political platform. I belong to no major political party. Were I to apply labels to myself, I would describe myself as a Social Conservative and Economic Moderate. Thus: 
· I am committed to an economy driven by genuine, not artificial, needs that creates job opportunities for all through a wisely regulated free market.

· I support the exploration of mechanisms to reverse the restructuring of the economy and the housing market in the 1970’s that led to the elimination of the ability of single-income households to survive as such and to afford a home.

· I support liberal yet responsible development, with the recognition that opportunities one generation has enjoyed should not be denied subsequent generations. 
· I am committed to an improved health care system, through competition not nationalization, and a modest safety net that does not encourage irresponsibility.

· I am committed to limited taxes and government accountability, and to the principle of subsidiarity as the guiding rule for government intervention at any level. According to this principle, a higher level of government should intervene only when a lower societal structure is incapable of providing for a specific need. 

· I am committed to an improved educational system that instills pride in our nation’s history without denying our country’s historical shadows, education over incarceration, the option of vouchers, charter schools and the redesign of high schools along the lines of colleges, parental rights, and optional prayer and religion class in public schools.
· I am committed to responsible caretakership of the environment, conservation, and the development of alternative energy sources, but with the recognition of man’s centrality in nature and of the nobility of the economic development and commerce that will alleviate domestic and global poverty.

· I subscribe to the position that climate change is in part certainly caused by human activity, that it is inevitable, that the benefits of development cannot be denied underdeveloped countries in the name of fighting climate change, and that the wisest and most economical policy is to adjust to climate change. 
· I am committed to a moderate minimum and living wage that does not discourage effort and self-improvement, sanctions on employers who hire illegal immigrants, the encouragement of immigration of the world’s best and brightest, and aid to and trade with the countries of origin of illegal immigration to foster their domestic economic development.

· I am committed to the option of public financing for political candidates, a new sequence of primaries--staggered and rotating yearly--, and instant runoffs.

· I am committed to a firm, positive foreign policy with a renewed Peace Corps dimension and oppose a cosmopolitanism that would absolve us from local responsibility and action, detract from our specific national identity, and reduce our ability to play an independent role in the world.

· I support a universal year of military or public service.
· I am committed to the limited right to arms with reasonable checks.
· I am committed to judicial conservatism and the literal interpretation of the Constitution. 
· I am committed to the recognition of the role of religion in the public square and to the belief that we are a nation under God in the sense of a nation accountable to God.  

· I am committed to the culture of life and the respect for life from conception to natural death and to the traditional family as the guarantor of society’s moral and economic health. 

· I am committed to strict local law enforcement and the sparing use of the death penalty.
I believe that these are the policies that will best promote the genuine welfare of our local communities and of our nation as a whole, of the global community, and of future generations.
